Introduction
The legal regime for the protection of the marine environment has its own peculiarities compared to the one governing the protection of the terrestrial environment. At sea states are not as free to take protective measures as they are on land; they have to act according to the jurisdictional rules of the law of the sea. These rules place some constraints on the capacity of coastal States to unilaterally control the environmental impact of seabased activities and call for multilateral and uniform solutions. The largest part of the ocean space lies outside national jurisdictions and is open for use to all nations and most of the marine living resources move between different maritime areas. Due to the physical characteristics of the marine environment, the effects of human activities (e.g., shipping) and extractive uses (e.g., fisheries) may spread far beyond national jurisdictions and affect the interests of other states. Marine environmental protection, therefore, requires a high degree of cooperation compared to environmental issues on land.
The protection of the marine environment is an area where the jurisdictional rules of the law of the sea and the objectives, principles and approaches of international environmental law meet and influence each other to form the "international environmental law of the sea".
1 Part XII of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (LOSC) is the result of this combination.
The international regime for the protection of the marine environment 2 is based on two interdependent frameworks: (a) an umbrella framework (i.e., principles of customary international law; the LOSC, and Chapter 17 of Agenda 21, the plan of action adopted at the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) alongside the Plan of Implementation adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), held in Johannesburg in 2002) which sets out general principles and rules of global application, and (b) a regulatory regime composed of a variety of instruments implementing the general rules at the global (e.g., global regulatory instruments addressing specific sources of pollution; multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs)) and regional levels (e.g., Regional Seas Conventions). These two separate bodies interact and complement each other, creating a dynamic, coherent and uniform 1 E.L. Miles (1997) The terms "international regime for the protection of the marine environment", "marine environmental regime", "ocean preservation regime" and "international ocean regime" are used in this book as synonymous.
system. The LOSC constitutes the link between these two bodies. It does not contain detailed technical standards, but provides the legal basis for the multilateral development of rules within the "competent international organizations" and for the uniform implementation and enforcement of "generally accepted international rules and standards." Chapter 17 of Agenda 21 has introduced the new objectives, principles and concepts of international environmental law into the law of the sea and has worked as a catalyst for the implementation and further development of the environmental regime set out by the LOSC.
This Chapter provides a general overview of the international regime for the protection of the marine environment, without pretending to be exhaustive. The focus is placed on the necessary elements to carry out the analysis in the following chapters and to better understand the manner in which the European Community implements its international obligations in the field of ocean preservation. Particular attention is given to the institutional frameworks created by the global and regional instruments to coordinate and supervise implementation. The chapter concludes by pointing out the main shortcomings and future challenges for the international ocean regime.
Degradation of the Marine Environment
Life on earth strongly depends on the integrity and health of the oceans and seas, which cover over 70% of the planet's surface.
3 They provide fundamental ecological services and sustain economic development in many countries all around the world. During the past three decades, the protection and preservation of the marine environment has become a primary goal for the international community and important results have been achieved in controlling the traditional sources of marine pollution (e.g., shipping and dumping) and in the reduction of the most hazardous contaminants (e.g., lead, mercury and oil). Nevertheless, most of the problems identified in the past are still unsolved and new threats are placing oceans under increasing pressure (e.g., overexploitation of renewable resources; global warming; alteration of habitats and the loss of biodiversity; introduction of alien species transported in ballast waters; uncontrolled development of coastal areas; fish farming and aquaculture; hydrological changes and tourism). 
